
 

 
       ________________________________ 
 
 

Opening extract from 

The Secret of the 
Unicorn 

 
 
 
 

Written by 
Herge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Published by 
Egmont Books Ltd 

 
All Text is Copyright © of the Author and/or Illustrator 

 
 Please print off and read at your leisure. 

   
  
  
 



All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any 

means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, 
without the prior permission of the publisher and copyright owner.

Artwork copyright © 1946 by Editions Casterman, Paris and Tournai.
Copyright © renewed 1974 by Casterman.

Text copyright © 1959 by Egmont UK Limited.
First published in Great Britain in 1959 by Methuen Children’s Books. 

This edition published in 2002 by Egmont UK Limited, 
239 Kensington High Street, London W8 6SA.

Library of Congress Catalogue Card Numbers Afor 5911 and R 585354

ISBN 978 1 4052 0622 8

Printed in Spain
7 9 10 8 6

Alsacien CASTERMAN
Basque ELKAR
Bengali ANANdA
Bernese EMMENTALER dRUCK
Breton AN HERE
Catalan CASTERMAN
Chinese CASTERMAN/CHINA CHILdREN PUBLISHING
Corsican CASTERMAN
danish CARLSEN
dutch CASTERMAN
English EGMoNT UK LTd/LITTLE, BRoWN & Co.
Esperanto ESPERANTIx/CASTERMAN
Finnish oTAvA
French  CASTERMAN
Gallo RUE dES SCRIBES
Gaumais CASTERMAN
German CARLSEN
Greek CASTERMAN
Hebrew MIzRAHI
Indonesian INdIRA
Italian CASTERMAN
Japanese FUKUINKAN
Korean CASTERMAN/SoL
Latin ELI/CASTERMAN
Luxembourgeois IMPRIMERIE SAINT-PAUL
Norwegian EGMoNT 
Picard CASTERMAN
Polish CASTERMAN/MoToPoL
Portuguese CASTERMAN
Provençal CASTERMAN
Romanche LIGIA RoMoNTSCHA
Russian CASTERMAN
Serbo-Croatian  dECJE NovINE
Spanish CASTERMAN
Swedish CARLSEN
Thai CASTERMAN
Tibetan CASTERMAN
Turkish YAPI KREdI YAYINLARI

The TINTIN books are published in the following languages:

TRANSLATEd BY
LESLIE LoNSdALE-CooPER ANd MICHAEL TURNER



We must keep our eyes 
open, and catch these   
         crooks.

How about starting in the 

Old Street Market? Tintin 

said he was going there 

this morning. Perhaps 

we’ll meet him.

Good idea. 
Let’s go.

Why, there are Thomson  

and Thompson.
Hello! . . .  How are you?

Look who’s here!

What are you doing here? Looking for bargains?

Sh! . . .  Highly confidential! . . .  

Special operation: pickpockets.

But that didn’t stop us from 
finding this job-lot of walking 
sticks . . . 

How much? Eight bob for 

the lot.

Six shillings.

Seven . . .  

but I’m robbin’ 

meself . . . 
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See? You’ve always 

got to haggle a  

bit here. ?
My wallet’s been stolen! But that’s absurd! . . . You must 

have left it at home . . .  or  

perhaps you’ve lost it?

No, I’m sure 

someone’s 

stolen it!

Here, you hold these 

sticks. I’ll pay.

Just the sort of thing 

that would happen to 

you! . . . To go and  

let someone pinch  

your wallet!

? Mine’s gone too!

Here, let me pay for them.

Thanks very much, 

Tintin. We’ll pay you 

back tomorrow.

There. Goodbye! 

We’re going 

to report this 

straight away 

. . . 

Stop thief! . . . Help! . . .  

My suitcase! . . . 
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