
 

 
       ________________________________ 
 
 

Opening extract from 

Henry’s House: Romans 
 
 
 
 

Written by 
Philip Ardagh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Published by 
Scholastic 

All Text is Copyright © of the Author and/or Illustrator 

 
 Please print off and read at your leisure.

   
  
  
 



6 7

Gladiators!
Where’s Jaggers? 

He said he’d be here.
That must 
be him now.

BANG!

ROAR!

HOWWWL!

!?! YIKES! I’m 
getting out 

of here!

What’s 
going on?

I think that lion fancies 
some fast food, Henry!

After 
them!

WOW! What 
is this place? It’s Hank the 

Handyman!

A Roman 
amphitheatre.

H-H-HELP!

Stone 
benCheS

Big amphitheatres held up 
to 50,000 spectators.

Romans came here to 
watch gladiators fight.

Gladiators were usually 
slaves or prisoners.



10 11

The race is on

Follow 
that lion!

Hold on, 
Mothball!

Whoa! Where 
are we now, 
Jaggers?

We appear to
be in the Circus Maximus, 
ancient Rome’s famous 
chariot-racing circuit.

Chariot 
racing? 

Cool!

WATCH 
OuT!

If I hadn’t grabbed you 
both, you might have got 
trampled by those horses!

MOTHBALL!

That pesky lion 
will never catch 

me now!

ZOOM!

Racing chariots 
were pulled by up to 
four horses.

Chariots went very 
fast around the circuit.

Riders were often 
killed or badly hurt 
in accidents.



44 45

Didn’t Romans 
worship in temples 

too?

Follow 
me!

Wait f-f-or 
me!

YIKES!!! 
Here we go 

again!

COOL!

Most ceremonies 
happened outside 

the temple.
The bull is going to be 
sacrificed: killed as a 
“present” to a god as 
part of a festival.

Roman temples 
were copies of 
ancient Greek ones.

A huge statue of the 
god or goddess was 
inside the temple.

Romans picked 
and chose which of 
the many gods and 
goddesses to pray to.

Temples were full of 
treasure. Rich Romans 
could keep their gold 
there – like a bank. It 
was looked after by 
priests and priestesses.

MuSiCiAnS

ColuMnS

ZOOM! ROAR!!!
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