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Alick—received o tetter from three

| ehildren who claimed they had seen
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S fyeries. Whether this was true or not
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fonv and Holly, who once shared a passion tor the game Dungeons and

Diragons, were intrigued.

The letterwriters were Jared Grace; his twin brother, Simon; and their older sister,

Mallory Tony and Holly visited them in Maine, and were shown “laerie arnlacts

a fantasy world thatis based on centuries-
old faerie folklore Along with the success
ofthe series came the idea for a movie
based on the books The challenge was 1o
combine parts of all five books into one
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a5 the kids told stories about whar they had witnessed.
! Theidea that these modern-day children were having
\ adventures with facrie-tale characters fascinated Holly and
Tony, and they rurned the stories—with some changes and
! enhancements—into the wonderful five-book series, the
Spiderwick Chronicles

The books were a huge success, their small size and
antique design attracting many readers of all ages, as did
': the unique stories, which combine modern-day kids
) dealing with
a

realistic family
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Ihe Spiderwick Chronicles is a movie about discovery—
characters who discover an unseen, fantastical world and,
it the same time, discover their family, Ies a story about
real kids who have to figure out how to bartle mrolls, Ogres,

ind goblins. 1t's a journey that, inthe end; brings 2 family

together.

On the following pages readers will have a
look behind the scenes and meer the dedicated
people and production teams responsible for
the creation of this wondrous movie.

In the early planning stages the idea was -
for the movie 1o rell just two of the five books
in the Spiderwick Chronicles series because
five felt like “too much for one movie,” said
Karey Kirkpatrick, one of the producers, |
who also cowrote the screenplay with John
Sayles. However, because the five books told |
a complerte story arc, it was decided that the
movie needed to be adapted from all of them.
"I think the challenge for the actors when you

have a wealth of imaginative and great thingsto 1|

choose rom is
which ones vou
have to pull vut,
Karey added
"That's always
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md visually appealing story!
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WRITTEN A NUSELR CF SCHRLE NILAYS

SINCE GRADUATING FROM THI
UINIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN

CALIFORNIA 11LM SCHOOL, AMONG

! (M ARE CHARLOTTE S Wik
Ovrr TiiE HepGr: CHicken RUN;
Hoxiry, Wi SHRUNK CIURSEIVES;
JAMES AN THE CHIANT PrACH; AND
T Hrrcnniker's GUIDE TO THI
GatAxy. Hi ALSO DIRECTED Ovis
b e HepGr (rOR WatiCl HE WO
AN ANNIE AWARD, THE HIGHEST
HONOR FOR ANIMATED FI ATURES)
AN SERY FID AN AL REATIVE

CONSULTANT ON MAnAGASCAR,
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JOHN SAYLES 13 WELL” KNOWN AS A NOVELIST, SCREENWRITLR,
AND FIEMMAKER, HE 15 THIE DIRCCTOR OF SIXTEEN MOVIES,

INCLUDING LONE STA
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] . Ercur Mis Our, AsD THE SIcCRIT O
J ROan INis, Bors s uprstart New YOue, JOHN GRADUATEDR
{ FROM WiLoams COLLEGE WITHEA PSYCHOLOGY MA 10, Al
| Whipiasws s coasssare was [Davip STRATHAIRN, WHO PLAYS
f ARTHUR STIDERwICK! AMONG THIL TOES HE TOOK REFORE
1 RECONM EiMG
.

P A VILMMAKE R ARE A MEAT PACKER, CONSTRULCTIONN
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15 MAND T0H-81
Simon, MalloTy, and their mother, Heli8M

. driven up O tne fading Victorien mAneLo

Tpere it 18. pPretty much now 1 remember 4% .

1 was younger tnan you 1887 time I

was nere, Simon.

MATLORY: It's . - - (searching for & nice word)

big.

Yesn. So I can get bigger pets nhere.

Right, Mom?
Sura. Get & COW. Get & wnole flock.
- Hard.
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l. MAagine hat it would be like 1o
suddenly move from a modern city
into an old, weathered Victorian
mansion in the middle of a torest!
Maillory and her younger rwin
brothers, Simon and Jared, had to
do just that, and they weren't too
thrilled abour it. They preferred
New York City, but their mom and
dad had splir up, and now Helen
Grace was forced 1o accepran e i e
invitation to live in the home of a distant relative. her eighty-six-year-old Aunt

Lucinda, Aunt Lucinda herself had just moved into a nursing home.

When Helen and her children entered the mansion, they began an

adventure that would change all of their lives. It started with Jared hearing

noises and getting into trouble for banging on the walls with a broom. Then
he was blamed for stealing the
car kevs and Mallory's fencing
medal, which mysteriously
turned up in a dumbwaiter.
KI‘luv."tng he was Llnnocent,
Jared was determined to find
out who the real o ulpl 1L wis
Armed with 2 l'|;|§,h]|g]1l

anda key he had found.

Without intending to, Arthur Spiderwick

revealed many secrets of the faerie world, and

in 5o doing had creared a dangerous document
within that world. The Freld Guide had been
hidden, sealed, and protecred forseveral decades
until Jared came along and opened it.

At first Mallory and Simon didn't believe what

Jared crawled into
the dumbwaiter and
pulled himself up
toward the noises

in the walls, At the
top he found a room
that was jam-packed

with microscopes,

and natural specimens. The secret study had

belonged to Aunt Lucinda’s
father, Arthur Spiderwick, who
disappeared when his daughter
was Just six years old. It was in
this study that Jared found an
old, leatherbound book-Arthur
Spiderwick’s Freld Guide to the
Fantastical World Arotund You,
Although Jared had been warned
not to read the book, he did
anyway. It explained the strange

things that had happened!
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