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Treehouses are for wonder.

Treehouses are for snacks.

Treehouses are for whispers 
and snickers and echoes.

Treehouses are for everyone.

This lyrical, magical work of art from acclaimed picture book creators 

Carter Higgins and Emily Hughes celebrates the universal wonder of 

treehouses and all the adventure that lives among branches.

‘Peer inside a picture book that perfectly 
captures the fun and adventure of treehouses – 

and why every child wants to have one.’ – BookTrust

£6.99 U.K.
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‘This fabulous fantasy of a picture 
book is a poem in lyrical, surprising, 
evocative free verse about the idea 
of a treehouse, made real and 
irresistible in busy and charming 
illustrations.’ 

– Sunday Times 

‘Get ready for your imagination to 
explode! Everything You Need for a 
Treehouse is all about seeing something 
that’s not there and imagining your 
world as you want it to be.’ 
– NPR Best Books of the Year

‘From endpaper to endpaper, 
a dream of a book that will surely 
bring out the wild child in all of us.’ 

– Books for Keeps

‘This book urges adventure and creativity.’ – School Library Journal

‘It reads almost like a poem; a perfect bedtime treat.’ – Independent

‘Peer inside a picture book that perfectly captures the fun and adventure 
of treehouses – and why every child wants to have one.’ – BookTrust

 

Praise for

Everything You Need for a Treehouse
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First paperback edition published in 2021  
by Chronicle Books LLC.
Originally published in hardcover in 2018 
by Chronicle Books LLC. 

Text copyright © 2018 by Carter Higgins.
Illustrations copyright © 2018 by Emily Hughes. 
All rights reserved. No part of this book may 
be reproduced in any form without written 
permission from the publisher.

ISBN 978-1-7972-1185-5

Manufactured in China.

Original book design by Ryan Hayes
Paperback design by Sara Gillingham Studio. 
Typeset in EsquireText and Boatbuilder.
The illustrations in this book were rendered 
by hand in graphite and with Photoshop. 

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Chronicle Books LLC
680 Second Street
San Francisco, California 94107

Chronicle Books – we see things differently. 
Become part of our community at 
www.chroniclekids.com.

For Edward. - C. H.
 

For Meredith far away,
sharing an apple

in a low tree. - E. H.
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Everything you need for a 
treehouse  
starts with time
and looking up
and imagining a home  
of timber and rafters
in wrangled, gnarled bark.
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Your tree may need to  
stand mighty and alone
with balconies of branches
so you can fling your arms wide
and scout skunks in their burrows 
and moles in the meadow
even if you need binoculars  
and ten tippy toes.
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Or maybe it’s one soldier  
in an army of trees
and from far away  
you’d have to squint to see  
which one is yours –
Is that my turret  
or a tangled crown? –
a grove of generals  
your refuge in the flora.
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Whether solo or squished
make sure your tree is tall –

you’ll want to see sun speckles up close.
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Then brace once and bolt twice
raise a slat on some stilts, run a ladder up high.

Start with blueprints to sketch,
a hammer to hit, 
some nails
and a saw
(don’t forget a hard hat for your head).
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Here, tiny slugs, this feast is for you.
You can even have this marigold

cause seeds are easy to sow.

With the scraps you can build  
a box for the begonias

and a picket for the zinnias.
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