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1

The Moonstone Prince

� 7KH�GROO�SULQFHVV�ZDV�QRW�KDYLQJ�DQ�HDV\�ODERU��1RW�HYHQ�WKH�
SDODFH�JDUGHQ�RIIHUHG�D�UHIXJH�IURP�KHU�VFUHDPV��DQG�WKH�'DUN�
)DLU\�OLVWHQHG��DQG�VKH�KDWHG�KRZ�WKRVH�JURDQV�DQG�ZKLPSHUV�
PDGH�KHU�IHHO��6KH�KRSHG�$PDOLH�ZRXOG�GLH��2I�FRXUVH��6KHÖG�
been hoping ever since Kami’en had said yes to the other one in 

her bloody wedding gown. Yet there was more: an unreasonable 

longing for the infant who was pushing those screams from 

$PDOLHÖV�YDSLG��SUHWW\�PRXWK�
� 7KURXJK�DOO�WKHVH�PRQWKV��RQO\�KHU�PDJLF�KDG�NHSW�WKH�XQERUQ�
child alive. The child that could not be. “You will save it. Promise 

PH�Ù�7KH�VDPH�ZKLVSHUHG�SOHD��HYHU\�WLPH�DIWHU�KHÖG�PDGH�ORYH�
to her. Only that had made Kami’en return to her bed at night. 

7KH�GHVLUH�WR�PHOG�KLV�àHVK�ZLWK�KXPDQ�àHVKÔLW�PDGH�KLP�VR�
helpless.

� 2K��KRZ�WKH�'ROO�VFUHDPHG��$V�WKRXJK�WKH�LQIDQW�ZHUH�EHLQJ�
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FDUYHG�ZLWK�D�NQLIH�IURP�KHU�ERG\��WKH�ERG\�WKDW�RQO\�D�)DLU\�OLO\�
could make desirable.
� .LOO�KHU�DOUHDG\��6NLQOHVV�3ULQFH��:KDW�JLYHV�KHU�WKH�ULJKW�WR�
call herself your mother?
� +H�ZRXOG�KDYH�URWWHG�LQVLGH�KHU��OLNH�D�IRUELGGHQ�IUXLW�� LI� LW�
KDGQÖW�EHHQ�IRU�WKH�PDJLF�WKH�'DUN�2QH�KDG�VSXQ�DURXQG�$PDOLH��
<HV��WKH�LQIDQW�ZDV�D�ER\��$�VRQ��7KH�'DUN�)DLU\�KDG�VHHQ�KLP�
in her dreams.
� .DPLÖHQ�GLG�QRW�FRPH�IRU�KHU�KHOS�KLPVHOI��1RW�WKLV�QLJKW��+H�
VHQW�KLV�EORRGKRXQG�WR�ßQG�KHU�LQVWHDG��+LV�PLON\�H\HG�MDVSHU�
VKDGRZ��+HQW]DX�VWRSSHG�LQ�IURQW�RI�KHU��DQG�DV�XVXDO�KH�DYRLGHG�
looking in her eyes.
 “The midwife says she’s losing the child.”
 Why did she go with him?
 For the child.
� ,W�ßOOHG�WKH�)DLU\�ZLWK�TXLHW�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�WKDW�.DPLÖHQÖV�VRQ�FKRVH�
WKH�QLJKW�WR�FRPH�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG��$PDOLH�IHDUHG�WKH�GDUNQHVV�VR�
PXFK��VKH�DOZD\V�NHSW�D�GR]HQ�JDVOLJKWV�EXUQLQJ�LQ�KHU�EHGFKDPEHU��
even though their pale light hurt her husband’s eyes.
� .DPLÖHQ�ZDV�VWDQGLQJ�QH[W�WR�$PDOLHÖV�EHG��+H�WXUQHG�DV�WKH�
VHUYDQWV�RSHQHG�WKH�GRRU�IRU�KLV�PLVWUHVV��)RU�DQ�LQVWDQW��WKH�
Fairy thought she could see in his eyes a shadow of the love she 
XVHG�WR�ßQG�WKHUH��/RYH��+RSH��)HDU��'DQJHURXV�HPRWLRQV�IRU�D�
.LQJ��WKRXJK�.DPLÖHQÖV�VWRQH�VNLQ�KHOSHG�KLP�KLGH�WKHP��0RUH�
DQG�PRUH��KH�ZDV�VWDUWLQJ�WR�UHVHPEOH�RQH�RI�WKH�VWDWXHV�KLV�KXPDQ�
enemies erected for their Kings.
 The startled midwife toppled a basin with bloody water as the 
)DLU\�DSSURDFKHG�$PDOLHÖV�EHG��(YHQ�WKH�GRFWRUV�EDFNHG�DZD\�
IURP�KHU��*R\O�GRFWRUV��KXPDQ�GRFWRUV��'ZDUI�GRFWRUV��7KHLU�
black frocks made them look like a murder of crows drawn in by 
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the scent of death rather than anticipation of a new life.
� $PDOLHÖV�GROO�IDFH�ZDV�VZROOHQ�ZLWK�IHDU�DQG�SDLQ��7KH�ODVKHV�
around her violet-blue eyes were congealed with tears. Fairy-lily 
eyes...The Dark Fairy thought she could see in those eyes the 
water of the lake that had once delivered her.
� Ø*R�DZD\�Ù�$PDOLHÖV�YRLFH�ZDV�KRDUVH�IURP�VFUHDPLQJ��Ø:KDW�
do you want? Who called you?”
 The Dark One pictured those violet eyes being snuffed out and 
WKDW�VRIW�VNLQ�.DPLÖHQ�VR�ORYHG�WR�WRXFK�WXUQLQJ�FROG�DQG�àDFFLG��
The temptation to make her dead was so sweet. Too bad the Fairy 
FRXOGQÖW�LQGXOJH�LW��IRU�D�GHDG�'ROO�ZRXOG�WDNH�.DPLÖHQÖV�VRQ�ZLWK�
her.
 “I know why you’re not letting the child out!” the Dark One 
ZKLVSHUHG�LQ�$PDOLHÖV�HDU��Ø<RXÖUH�DIUDLG�WR�ORRN�DW�KLP��%XW�,�
ZRQÖW�DOORZ�\RX�WR�NLOO�KLP�ZLWK�\RXU�G\LQJ�àHVK��'HOLYHU�KLP��
or I will have him cut out of you.”
 How the Doll stared at her. The Fairy wasn’t sure whether the 
KDWUHG�LQ�$PDOLHÖV�H\HV�UHYHDOHG�PRUH�IHDU�RU�MHDORXV\��0D\EH�
love bore fruit even more poisonous than fear.
� $PDOLH�VTXHH]HG�WKH�LQIDQW�RXW��7KH�PLGZLIHÖV�IDFH�WXUQHG�
LQWR�D�FRQWRUWHG�PDVN�RI�KRUURU�DQG�GLVJXVW��2Q�WKH�VWUHHWV��WKH\�
already called him the Skinless Prince. But he did have a skin. 
7KH�)DLU\ÖV�PDJLF�KDG�JLYHQ�KLP�RQH��DV�KDUG�DQG�DV�VPRRWK�DV�
PRRQVWRQH��DQG�MXVW�DV�WUDQVSDUHQW��+LV�VNLQ�UHYHDOHG�HYHU\WKLQJ�
LW�FRYHUHG��HYHU\�VLQHZ��HYHU\�YHLQ��WKH�VPDOO�VNXOO��WKH�H\HEDOOV��
.DPLÖHQÖV�VRQ�ORRNHG�OLNH�'HDWKÔRU�DW�OHDVW�OLNH�KLV�\RXQJHVW�
spawn.
� $PDOLH�JURDQHG�DQG�SUHVVHG�KHU�KDQGV�RYHU�KHU�H\HV��.DPLÖHQ�
was the only one who looked at the baby without dread. The Dark 
Fairy took the slithery body and stroked the transparent skin 
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ZLWK�KHU�VL[�ßQJHUHG�KDQG�XQWLO�LW�WXUQHG�DV�UHG�DV�KLV�IDWKHUÖV��
giving such beauty to the small face that now all the averted 
eyes turned back in enchantment to admire the newborn prince. 
$PDOLH�UHDFKHG�RXW�IRU�KHU�VRQ��EXW�WKH�)DLU\�SODFHG�WKH�EDE\�
LQ�.DPLÖHQÖV�DUPV��6KH�GLG�VR�ZLWKRXW�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�.LQJ��DQG�
ZKHQ�VKH�VWHSSHG�RXW�LQWR�WKH�GDUN�KDOOZD\��KH�GLGQÖW�VWRS�KHU�
 The Dark Fairy had to pause halfway and struggle for breath 
RQ�D�EDOFRQ\��+HU�KDQGV�WUHPEOHG�DV�VKH�ZLSHG�KHU�ßQJHUV�RQ�KHU�
GUHVV��DJDLQ�DQG�DJDLQ��XQWLO�VKH�FRXOG�QR�ORQJHU�IHHO�WKH�ZDUP�
body they’d touched.
 There was no word for child in her language. There hadn’t 
been in a long time.
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2
An Alliance of Old Foes

 John Reckless had stood in Charles de Lotharaine’s audience 
FKDPEHU�EHIRUH��RQFH��ZLWK�D�GLIIHUHQW�IDFH�DQG�D�GLIIHUHQW�QDPH��
:DV�WKDW�ßYH�\HDUV�DJR"�+H�IRXQG�LW�KDUG�WR�EHOLHYH�LW�KDGQÖW�EHHQ�
ORQJHU��EXW�WKRVH�SDVW�\HDUV�KDG�WDXJKW�KLP�PXFK�DERXW�WLPH��
DERXW�\HDUORQJ�GD\V�DQG�\HDUV�WKDW�SDVVHG�DV�TXLFNO\�DV�D�GD\�
 “These will be better?”
� &KDUOHV��WKH�&URRNEDFN��IURZQHG�DV�KLV�VRQ�WULHG�WR�KLGH�DQRWKHU�
yawn behind his hand. It was an open secret that the crown prince 
Louis was suffering from the Snow-White Syndrome. The palace 
kept silent about where and how the prince had contracted that 
PDODG\��DV�ZDV�� LQ�WKHVH�GD\V�RI�SURJUHVV��WKH�SUHIHUUHG�WHUP�
IRU�WKH�HIIHFWV�RI�EODFN�PDJLF���<HW�WKH�SDUOLDPHQW�RI�$OELRQ�KDG�
already seen debates on the dangers (and opportunities) of a 
King on the throne in Lutis who could at any moment fall into 
D�VOHHS�ODVWLQJ�GD\V�DW�D�WLPH��7KH�$OELDQ�VHFUHW�VHUYLFH�FODLPHG�
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that Crookback had even gone so far as to secure the services 

of a child-eater to heal the crown prince. Judging by the yawns 

/RXLV�WULHG�WR�KLGH�EHKLQG�KLV�GDUN�UHG�VOHHYHV��VKHÖG�QRW�EHHQ�
very successful.

� Ø<RX�KDYH�P\�ZRUG��DQG�WKDW�RI�:LOIUHG�RI�$OELRQ��<RXU�
0DMHVW\��7KH�PDFKLQHV�,�ZLOO�EXLOG�IRU�\RX�ZLOO�QRW�RQO\�à\�KLJKHU�
and faster than the airplanes of the Goyl but will also be much 

better armed.”

 What John did not mention was that he could only be so 

FRQßGHQW�EHFDXVH�WKRVH�*R\O�DLUSODQHV�KDG�EHHQ�GHVLJQHG�E\�
KLP�DV�ZHOO��1RW�HYHQ�:LOIUHG�RI�$OELRQ�NQHZ�RI�KLV�IDPRXV�
engineer’s past. His stolen name and new face had shielded John 

IURP�VXFK�H[SRVXUH��MXVW�DV�WKH\�SURWHFWHG�KLP�IURP�WKH�*R\O��
ZKR�ZHUH�VXSSRVHGO\�VWLOO�ORRNLQJ�IRU�KLP��$�GLIIHUHQW�QRVH�DQG�
a different chin were a small price to pay for days spent free 

of fear. His nights were still shattered by dreams that were the 

legacy of years spent in Goyl prisons. But he’d learned to make 

GR�ZLWK�OLWWOH�VOHHS��<HV��WKH�SDVW�ßYH�\HDUV�KDG�LQGHHG�WDXJKW�KLP�
D�ORW��1RW�WKDW�WKH\�KDG�PDGH�KLP�D�EHWWHU�SHUVRQÔKH�ZDV�VWLOO�D�
VHOI�VHUYLQJ�FRZDUG��UHOHQWOHVVO\�GULYHQ�E\�DPELWLRQ��VRPH�WUXWKV�
were best faced straight on). His imprisonment had taught him 

WKDW��EXW�DOVR�D�ORW�DERXW�WKLV�ZRUOG�DQG�LWV�LQKDELWDQWV�
 “Should your generals be concerned that airplanes may not 

EH�WKH�DQVZHU�WR�WKH�PLOLWDU\�VXSHULRULW\�RI�WKH�*R\O��WKHQ�,�FDQ�
DVVXUH�\RX�WKDW�WKH�SDUOLDPHQW�RI�$OELRQ�VKDUHV�WKHVH�FRQFHUQV�
and has authorized me to address them by presenting two of my 

most recent inventions.”

� 7KH�DXWKRUL]DWLRQ�KDG��LQ�IDFW��EHHQ�LVVXHG�E\�.LQJ�:LOIUHG�
KLPVHOI��EXW� LW�VHHPHG�EHVW�WR�PDLQWDLQ�DSSHDUDQFHV��$OELRQ�
ZDV�SURXG�RI�LWV�GHPRFUDWLF�WUDGLWLRQV��WKRXJK�WKH�WUXH�SRZHU�
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still rested with the King and the nobility. It was no different in 

/RWKDUDLQH��WKRXJK�KHUH�WKH�SHRSOH�KDG�D�OHVV�URPDQWLF�YLHZ�RI�
QREOH�DQG�FURZQHG�KHDGVÔRQH�RI�WKH�UHDVRQV�IRU�WKH�DUPHG�ULRWV�
that were currently plaguing the capital.

 Louis yawned again. The crown prince had a reputation for 

EHLQJ�DV�VWXSLG�DV�KH�ORRNHG��6WXSLG��PRRG\��DQG�ZLWK�FUXHO�
WHQGHQFLHV�WKDW�ZRUULHG�HYHQ�KLV�IDWKHU��$QG�&KDUOHV�RI�/RWKDUDLQH�
ZDV�JHWWLQJ�ROG��WKRXJK�KH�G\HG�KLV�KDLU�EODFN�DQG�ZDV�VWLOO�D�
handsome man.

 John motioned one of the guards who had accompanied him 

IURP�$OELRQ�WR�FRPH�FORVHU��7KH�:DOUXV��WKLV�PRQLNHU�IRU�:LOIUHG�
WKH�)LUVW�ZDV�VR�ßWWLQJ��-RKQ�ZDV�SHUSHWXDOO\�ZRUULHG�KH�PLJKW�
one day actually use it to address his royal employer) had him well 

JXDUGHG��$OELRQÖV�.LQJ�KDG�LQVLVWHG��RYHU�-RKQÖV�ZHOO�NQRZQ�GLVOLNH�
IRU�VKLSV��WKDW�KLV�EHVW�HQJLQHHU�JR�LQ�SHUVRQ�WR�VHOO�&URRNEDFN�
RQ�WKH�LGHD�RI�DQ�DOOLDQFH��7KH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�SODQV��ZKLFK�WKH�
JXDUG�QRZ�KDQGHG�WR�WKH�.LQJÖV�DGMXWDQW��KDG�EHHQ�GUDZQ�E\�
-RKQ�HVSHFLDOO\�IRU�WKLV�DXGLHQFH��OHDYLQJ�RXW�D�IHZ�YLWDO�GHWDLOV�
he would supply after the alliance was completed. Crookback’s 

HQJLQHHUV�ZRXOGQÖW�QRWLFH��$IWHU�DOO��-RKQ�ZDV�FRQIURQWLQJ�WKHP�
with the technology of another world.

 “I call these ‘tanks.’” John had to suppress a smile as his 

Lotharainian competition leaned over the drawings with an 

REYLRXV�PL[�RI�HQY\�DQG�LQFUHGXORXV�DZH��Ø1RW�HYHQ�WKH�*R\O�
cavalry can withstand these machines.”

 The second drawing showed rockets with explosive warheads. 

There were indeed moments when John’s conscience tried to put 

him on trial. He could have brought inventions into this world 

WKDW�ZRXOG�KDYH�PDGH�LW�KHDOWKLHU�DQG�PRUH�MXVW�IRU�LWV�SHRSOH��
He usually soothed his conscience with a generous donation to 
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DQ�RUSKDQDJH��RU�WR�$OELRQÖV�VXIIUDJHWWHV��WKRXJK�WKDW�RI�FRXUVH�
EURXJKW�XS�PHPRULHV�RI�KLV�ZLIH��5RVDPXQG��DQG�RI�-DFRE�DQG�
Will.

 “Who is going to manufacture these valves?” an engineer asked 

doubtfully.

� -RKQ�UHWXUQHG�WR�WKH�SUHVHQW��ZKHUH�KH�ZDV�D�PDQ�ZLWKRXW�VRQV�
and where the woman in his life was the daughter of a Leonese 

GLSORPDW�DQG�ßIWHHQ�\HDUV�KLV�MXQLRU�
� Ø,I�WKH\�FDQ�PDNH�WKRVH�YDOYHV�LQ�$OELRQ�Ù�&URRNEDFN�EDUNHG�
DW�WKH�HQJLQHHU��ØWKHQ�ZH�FDQ�GDPQ�ZHOO�GR�LW�KHUH��2U�ZLOO�,�KDYH�
to recruit my engineers from the universities of Pendragon and 

Londra?”

� 7KH�HQJLQHHUÖV�IDFH� ORVW�DOO�FRORU��DQG�WKH�.LQJÖV�DGYLVRUV�
regarded John with cold eyes. Everyone in the hall knew what 

WKH�.LQJÖV�DQVZHU�PHDQW��7KH�GHFLVLRQ�ZDV�PDGH��$OELRQ�DQG�
/RWKDUDLQH�ZRXOG�IRUP�DQ�DOOLDQFH�DJDLQVW�WKH�*R\O��$�KLVWRULF�
decision for this world. Two nations that for centuries had used 

DQ\�H[FXVH�WR�GHFODUH�ZDU�RQ�RQH�DQRWKHU��QRZ�WXUQHG�LQWR�DOOLHV�
by a common foe. The old and eternal game.

 John decided to go to the palace gardens to write a missive 

LQIRUPLQJ�WKH�:DOUXV�DQG�WKH�SDUOLDPHQW�RI�$OELRQ�RI�KLV�GLSORPDWLF�
VXFFHVV��HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW�WXUQHG�RXW�WR�EH�QHDU�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�ßQG�
a bench without a statue towering over it. His phobia against 

VWRQH�VWDWXDU\�ZDV�MXVW�RQH�RI�WKH�LUULWDWLQJ�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�KLV�
imprisonment by the Goyl.

� +H�ßQDOO\�IRXQG�D�EHQFK�XQGHU�D�WUHH��$V�KH�ZURWH�WKH�PHVVDJH�
WKDW�ZRXOG�VKDNH�WKH�EDODQFH�RI�SRZHU�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG��KLV�XQLIRUPHG�
guardians used the time to stare after the ladies of the court as 

they ambled between the pristine hedges. They certainly seemed 

WR�FRQßUP�WKH�UXPRU�WKDW�LW�ZDV�&URRNEDFNÖV�DPELWLRQ�WR�KDYH�
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all the most beautiful women of Lotharaine gathered at his court. 
John found a little comfort in the fact that Crookback was an even 
ZRUVH�KXVEDQG�WKDQ�KH��$IWHU�DOO��-RKQ�KDG�QHYHU�EHHQ�XQIDLWKIXO�
WR�5RVDPXQG�XQWLO�KH�GLVFRYHUHG�WKH�PLUURU��$QG�DV�IDU�DV�KLV�
DIIDLUV� LQ�6FKZDQVWHLQ��9HQD��DQG�%OHQKHLP�ZHUH�FRQFHUQHG��
one could certainly wonder whether having such dalliances in a 
different world actually counted as adultery. Oh yes, they do, John.

� $V�KH�SXW�KLV�VLJQDWXUH�XQGHU�WKH�GLVSDWFK��ZLWK�D�IRXQWDLQ�
SHQ�KHÖG�GLVFUHHWO\�PRGHUQL]HG��DIWHU�KDYLQJ�JURZQ�WLUHG�RI�LQN�
VWDLQHG�ßQJHUV���KH�VDZ�D�PDQ�UXVKLQJ�WRZDUG�KLP�DFURVV�WKH�
ZKLWH�JUDYHO�SDWKV��+HÖG�QRWLFHG�WKH�PDQ�EHIRUH��VWDQGLQJ�LQ�WKH�
audience chamber by the crown prince’s side. The unexpected 
YLVLWRU�ZRUH�DQ�ROG�IDVKLRQHG�ORRNLQJ�IURFN�FRDW��DQG�KH�ZDV�EDUHO\�
WDOOHU�WKDQ�D�ODUJH�'ZDUI��7KH�VSHFWDFOHV�KH�QHUYRXVO\�DGMXVWHG�
as he stopped in front of John had such thick lenses they made 
WKH�H\HV�EHKLQG�WKHP�ORRN�DV�ODUJH�DV�DQ�LQVHFWÖV��)LWWLQJO\��KLV�
SXSLOV�ZHUH�MXVW�DV�EODFN�DQG�VKLQ\�DV�LQVHFW�H\HV�
� Ø0RQVLHXU�%UXQHO"Ù�$�FXUWV\��D�VHUYLOH�VPLOH��Ø:LWK�\RXU�
SHUPLVVLRQ��$UVHQH�/HORX��WXWRU�WR�+LV�+LJKQHVV�WKH�FURZQ�SULQFH�
/RXLV��&RXOG�,��SRVVLEO\��HKÙÔKH�FOHDUHG�KLV�WKURDW�DV�WKRXJK�KLV�
DVVLJQPHQW�ZHUH�VWXFN�WKHUH�OLNH�D�VSOLQWHUÔØERWKHU�\RX�ZLWK�D�
UHTXHVW"Ù
 “Certainly. What is it?”
 Maybe Monsieur Lelou needed help in explaining some technical 
innovation. It couldn’t be easy to be the teacher of a future King 
LQ�VXFK�D�UDSLGO\�DGYDQFLQJ�ZRUOG��<HW�$UVHQH�/HORXÖV�UHTXHVW�
KDG�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�1HZ�0DJLF��DV�VFLHQFH�DQG�WHFKQRORJ\�
were referred to behind the mirror.
� Ø0\��HK��UR\DO�SXSLO�Ù�KH�OLVSHG��ØKDV�IRU�WKHVH�SDVW�PRQWKV�
EHHQ�ßHOGLQJ�LQTXLULHV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�ZKHUHDERXWV�RI�D�PDQ�ZKR�
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KDV�DOVR�ZRUNHG�IRU�WKH�$OELDQ�UR\DO�FRXUW��$QG�VLQFH�\RX�DUH�D�
PHPEHU�RI�WKDW�FRXUW��,�ZDQWHG�WR�WDNH�WKLV�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�DVN�
you in His Highness’s name for your aid in our search for this 

person.”

 John had heard nasty stories about how Louis of Lotharaine 

GHDOW�ZLWK�KLV�HQHPLHV��VR�WKH�PDQ�$UVHQH�ZDV�DVNLQJ�KLP�DERXW�
already had his deepest sympathy.

� Ø&HUWDLQO\��0D\�,�DVN�ZKRP�\RX�DUH�LQTXLULQJ�DERXW"Ù�$OZD\V�
best to feign helpfulness.

� Ø+LV�QDPH�LV�5HFNOHVV��-DFRE�5HFNOHVV��+H�LV�D�IDPRXV�� LI�
QRW�LQIDPRXV��WUHDVXUH�KXQWHU�ZKR�KDV�ZRUNHG�LQ�WKH�VHUYLFH�RI��
DPRQJ�RWKHUV��WKH�GHSRVHG�(PSUHVV�RI�$XVWU\�Ù
 John noted with irritation his hand trembling as he handed 

his signed dispatch to one of his guards. How easily one’s own 

body could turn traitor.

� $UVHQH�/HORX�QRWLFHG�WKH�WUHPEOLQJ�KDQG�
� Ø$�ELWH�IURP�D�ZLOO�RÖ�WKH�ZLVS�Ù�-RKQ�H[SODLQHG��Ø<HDUV�DJR��
but I still have that tremor in my hands.” He’d never been more 

JUDWHIXO�IRU�KLV�QHZ�IDFH��IRU�KH�KDG�RQFH�ORRNHG�YHU\�PXFK�OLNH�
his elder son. “You may relay to the crown prince that he can 

FHDVH�KLV�LQTXLULHV��7R�P\�NQRZOHGJH��-DFRE�5HFNOHVV�GLHG�ZKHQ�
WKH�*R\O�VDQN�WKH�$OELDQ�àHHW�Ù
� +H�ZDV�SURXG�RI�WKH�FDOPQHVV�RI�KLV�YRLFH��$UVHQH�/HORX�ZRXOG�
QRW�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH�QHZV�-RKQ�KDG�MXVW�UHODWHG�KDG�UHQGHUHG�KLP�
unable to work for days. His own reaction to the news of Jacob’s 

GHDWK�KDG�VWDUWOHG�-RKQ�VR�PXFK�WKDW�DW�ßUVW�KHÖG�EHHQ�XWWHUO\�
convinced the tears dripping on his newspaper had to be someone 

else’s.

� +LV�HOGHU�VRQ���-RKQ�KDG��RI�FRXUVH��NQRZQ�IRU�\HDUV�WKDW�
-DFRE�KDG�IROORZHG�KLP�WKURXJK�WKH�PLUURU��$OO�WKH�QHZVSDSHUV�
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KDG�UHSRUWHG�RQ�KLV�WUHDVXUH�KXQWLQJ�IHDWV��6WLOO��WKH�XQH[SHFWHG�
HQFRXQWHU�LQ�*ROGVPRXWK�KDG�EHHQ�D�VKRFN��EXW�KLV�QHZ�IDFH�
had worked even then. It had hidden everything he’d felt at that 

PRPHQW�RI�PHHWLQJ��WKH�VKRFN�DQG�WKH�ORYH��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�VXUSULVH�
that he still felt so much love.

 That Jacob had followed him had not surprised John. It had 

been no real accident he’d left the words to guide his son through 

the mirror in one of his books. (John himself had found the words 

in a tome on chemistry left behind by one of Rosamund’s illustrious 

ancestors.) John had been fascinated that his elder son had made 

it his mission to seek this world’s lost past while his father was 

EULQJLQJ�LW�LQWR�WKH�IXWXUH��,Q�WKDW�ZD\��-DFRE�WRRN�PRUH�DIWHU�
his mother. Rosamund had also always tried to preserve rather 

than to change. Could a father be proud of a son he’d abandoned? 

<HV��-RKQ�KDG�FROOHFWHG�HYHU\�DUWLFOH�DERXW�-DFREÖV�DFKLHYHPHQWV��
every picture that showed his face or illustrated his deeds. Of 

FRXUVH��QRERG\��LQFOXGLQJ�KLV�RZQ�PLVWUHVV��HYHU�NQHZ�WKLV��$QG�
RI�FRXUVH��KHÖG�DOVR�KLGGHQ�IURP�KHU�WKH�WHDUV�KHÖG�VKHG�IRU�KLV�
son.

� Ø7KH�VLQNLQJ�RI�WKH�àHHW"�2K�\HV��,PSUHVVLYH�Ù�$UVHQH�/HORX�
VZLSHG�D�à\�IURP�KLV�ODUJH��SDOH�IRUHKHDG��Ø7KH�DLUSODQHV�KDYH�
indeed given the Goyl too many victories. I shall await with 

burning impatience the day your machines defend our sacred 

ODQGV��7KDQNV�WR�\RXU�JHQLXV��/RWKDUDLQH�ZLOO�ßQDOO\�KDYH�DQ�
appropriate answer against the Stone King.”

 The toadying smile Lelou gave him reminded John of the icing 

WKH�FKLOG�HDWHUV�SXW�RQ�WKHLU�JLQJHUEUHDG��$UVHQH�/HORX�ZDV�D�
dangerous man.

� Ø+RZHYHU�� LI�,�PD\�EH�VR�EROG�DV�WR�FRUUHFW�\RX���Ù�/HORX�
FRQWLQXHG�ZLWK�REYLRXV�JOHH��Ø7KH�$OELDQ�VHFUHW�VHUYLFH�PD\�
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not be as omniscient as its reputation suggests. Jacob Reckless 

survived�WKH�VLQNLQJ�RI�WKH�àHHW��,�P\VHOI�KDG�WKH�GXELRXV�SOHDVXUH�
RI�PHHWLQJ�KLP�D�IHZ�ZHHNV�DIWHU��5HFNOHVV�FDOOV�$OELRQ�KLV�KRPH��
$QG�WKURXJK�P\�LQTXLULHV��,ÖYH�OHDUQHG�WKDW�IRU�PDQ\�RI�KLV�WUHDVXUH�
KXQWV�KH�UHOLHV�RQ�WKH�H[SHUWLVH�RI�5REHUW�'XQEDU��SURIHVVRU�RI�
KLVWRU\�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�3HQGUDJRQ��$OO�WKDW�PDNHV�LW�PRUH�
WKDQ�OLNHO\�KH�ZLOO��VRRQHU�RU�ODWHU��WXUQ�XS�DW�WKH�$OELDQ�FRXUW��
+H�GRHV�QHHG�UR\DO�VSRQVRUV��%HOLHYH�PH��0RQVLHXU�%UXQHO��,�
wouldn’t have bothered you if I wasn’t convinced you could be 

of great service to the crown prince in this matter.”

 John would not have been able to name his emotions. They 

ZHUH��DJDLQ��VXUSULVLQJO\�VWURQJ��/HORX�had to be wrong! There 

KDG�EHHQ�EDUHO\�DQ\�VXUYLYRUV��DQG�KHÖG�SRUHG�RYHU�WKH�OLVWV�
GR]HQV�RI�WLPHV��$QG"�:KDW�GLIIHUHQFH�GLG�LW�PDNH�ZKHWKHU�KLV�
son was alive or dead? To give up the only one he’d ever loved 

XQVHOßVKO\�ZDV�WKH�SULFH�-RKQ�KDG�SDLG�IRU�KLV�QHZ�OLIH��<HW�WKRVH�
years in the dark dungeons of the Goyl had made the wish to be 

forgiven by his elder son grow like one of the colorless plants the 

*R\O�JUHZ�LQ�WKHLU�FDYHV����$QG�ZLWK�LW�KDG�FRPH�WKH�KRSH�WKDW�WKH�
love he’d discarded so carelessly might not be lost for good. He 

KDG�WR�DGPLW�KHÖG�DOZD\V�EHHQ�IRUJLYHQ�PRVW�UHDGLO\��+LV�PRWKHU��
KLV�ZLIH��KLV�PLVWUHVVHV����<HW�D�VRQ�ZDV�SUREDEO\�QRW�DV�HDJHU�WR�
DEVROYH�D�IDWKHU��HVSHFLDOO\�QRW�D�VRQ�DV�SURXG�DV�-DFRE�
� 2K�\HV��-RKQ�UHPHPEHUHG�-DFREÖV�SULGH��$QG�KLV�IHDUOHVVQHVV��
Jacob had been too young to recognize his father for the coward 

he was. Fear had dominated all of John’s life. Fear of the opinions 

RI�RWKHUV��)HDU�RI�IDLOXUH�DQG�SRYHUW\��)HDU�RI�KLV�RZQ�ZHDNQHVV��
his own vanity. His incarceration by the Goyl had been a relief 

DW�ßUVWÔßQDOO\�D�real reason to be afraid. Cowardice was more 

ridiculous when one lived where the greatest physical threat came 
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IURP�WKH�WUDIßF�RQ�WKH�VWUHHWV�
 “Monsieur Brunel?”
� $UVHQH�/HORX�ZDV�VWLOO�WKHUH�
� -RKQ�IRUFHG�D�VPLOH��Ø<RX�KDYH�P\�ZRUG��0RQVLHXU�/HORX��,�
ZLOO�PDNH�LQTXLULHV��$QG�VKRXOG�,�KHDU�QHZV�RI�-DFRE�5HFNOHVV��
\RX�ZLOO�EH�WKH�ßUVW�WR�NQRZ�Ù
� 7KH�EXJ�H\HV�JOLVWHQHG�ZLWK�FXULRVLW\��$UVHQH�/HORX�KDG�QRW�
bought John’s story of the will-o’-the-wisp. Isambard Brunel had a 
secret. John had a strong feeling that Monsieur Lelou was an avid 
collector of such secrets and that he was also a master at turning 
WKHP�LQWR�JROG�DQG�LQàXHQFH��%XW�-RKQ�KDG�VRPH�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�
NHHSLQJ�VHFUHWV��WRR�
 John rose from his bench. Probably not a bad idea to remind 
the little bug that he was the taller man. “Is your royal pupil 
LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�WKH�1HZ�0DJLF��0RQVLHXU�/HORX"Ù
� $V�D�OLWWOH�ER\��-DFRE�KDG�OLVWHQHG�IRU�KRXUV�ZKLOH�KLV�IDWKHU�
explained the function of an electric switch or the secrets of a 
battery. The same son who years later dedicated his life to the 
UHGLVFRYHU\�RI�WKH�2OG�0DJLF��$�VXEFRQVFLRXV�VWDWHPHQW�DJDLQVW�
KLV�IDWKHU"�$IWHU�DOO��-RKQ�KDG�QHYHU�PDGH�D�VHFUHW�RI�WKH�IDFW�
that the only miracles he was interested in were the man-made 
ones.
� Ø2K��FHUWDLQO\��7KH�FURZQ�SULQFH�LV�D�JUHDW�DGYRFDWH�RI�SURJUHVV�Ù�
$UVHQH�/HORX�WULHG�KDUG�WR�VRXQG�FRQYLQFLQJ��\HW�KLV�VOLJKWO\�
DZNZDUG�ORRN�FRQßUPHG�ZKDW�ZDV�VDLG�DERXW�/RXLV�DW�WKH�
$OELDQ�FRXUW��1RWKLQJ�FRXOG�KROG�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�RI�/RWKDUDLQHÖV�
future King for more than a few minutes except dice and girls 
RI�DQ\�SURYHQDQFH��5HFHQWO\��WKRXJK��LI�WKH�$OELDQ�VSLHV�ZHUH�WR�
EH�EHOLHYHG��/RXLV�VHHPHG�WR�KDYH�DOVR�GHYHORSHG�D�SDVVLRQ�IRU�
ZHDSRQV�RI�DQ\�NLQG��1RW�D�YHU\�JRRG�KREE\�IRU�VRPHRQH�DV�FUXHO�
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DV�/RXLV��\HW�SRVVLEO\�DQ�DVVHW�IRU�$OELRQÖV�DWWHPSWV�WR�PRGHUQL]H�
both countries’ armies.
 And you, John, will show them how to build tanks and rockets.�1R��LW�
ZDVQÖW�TXLWH�WUXH�WKDW�-RKQ�KDG�QR�FRQVFLHQFH�DW�DOO��(YHU\RQH�
had one. But there were many voices in his head that had an 
HDVLHU�WLPH�UHDFKLQJ�KLP��KLV�DPELWLRQ��KLV�GHVLUH�IRU�IDPH�DQG�
VXFFHVVÔDQG�IRU�UHYHQJH��)RU�IRXU�VWROHQ�\HDUV��$GPLWWHGO\��
the Goyl didn’t treat their prisoners as badly as the Walrus or 
&URRNEDFN�GLG��6WLOO��KH�ZDQWHG�UHYHQJH�
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