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“I wrote to Macmillan to suggest a new idea: a ‘Nursery Edition’ of Alice with 
pictures printed in colour.” – Lewis Carroll’s diary, 15 February 1881  

First published by Macmillan in 1890 under the title The Nursery “Alice”, 
this delightful version of Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 
was adapted by the author himself, especially to appeal to younger children.  
Sir John Tenniel redrew twenty of his iconic illustrations for this new edition, 
which appeared in colour for the first time. 

The present volume retains every word of the first 1890 edition,  
including the original preface and three additional works by the  
author, all of which appeared in this first edition. The original  
punctuation  and spelling have been retained. The poem “A Nursery Darling” 
was written by the author especially for The Nursery Alice, and previously  
preceded the frontispiece. Carroll’s “Christmas Greetings” were first  
published at Christmas 1871, inserted in leaflet form into copies of Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland, and “An Easter Greeting” was bound into the 
first edition of Through the Looking-Glass, published in 1872. Also included 
are the advertisements that accompanied the original edition.

Sir John Tenniel’s glorious images, along with delightful cover artwork by 
Emily Gertrude Thomson, have been restored to their original vibrancy, 
and the layout of text and illustrations appears exactly as Lewis Carroll 
intended. The Nursery Alice remains an enchanting introduction to Alice for 
readers of every age.
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