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Love Hurts. Sometimes. If it didn’t, a significant pro-
portion of the stories throughout the world would
disappear.

So what is love? Chemical reactions in our brains?
Electrical impulses? A universal energy? The mani -
festation of our souls? An intertwining of our
ephemeral existences? Yes, I know that last one is
vomit-inducing! But seriously, what is it? Is love the
one true unifying force that links all of us? Is it any, 
all or none of the above? 

Maybe reading about love is our way of trying to
figure it out. It’s one of those intangibles that you can’t
hold in your hand and which words cannot, perhaps
ever, adequately convey, but is shown in how we act
towards and speak to and treat others. And while we
may never find the words to effectively express just
what love is, that certainly shouldn’t stop us from 
trying.

Star-crossed lovers have always been at the heart of
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our stories, from Orpheus and Eurydice, Kintu and
Nambi, Paris and Helen, Tristan and Isolde, Romeo
and Juliet, the butterfly lovers Liang Shanbo and Zhu
Yingtai, Lancelot and Guinevere, Layla and Qays
(Majnun), Heathcliff and Cathy, right up to Buffy and
Angel, Spider-Man and Gwen Stacy, Katniss and Peeta.

I have never described my own book Noughts &
Crosses as a love story, but the relationship between
Callum and Sephy lies at the very core of it. It is the
beating heart of my story. Without that, the rest of 
the plot just wouldn’t work. Our relationships with
others are an integral part of our lives. Surely love pro-
vides a point and purpose to life? Those who cannot
find it or do not have it perhaps seek lesser and maybe
more destructive alternatives, or are resigned to a life
which doesn’t reach its full potential.

Stories serve many purposes – to illuminate, 
educate, entertain. Love stories let us know that some-
times, in spite of many and varied obstacles thrown in
our way, love can triumph. But sometimes it doesn’t.
That’s love – and life. In love stories, it’s the journey,
not the destination, that is all important. The stories in
this anthology aren’t all hearts and flowers. God forbid!
I like my love stories to have a bit of spice and bite!
These stories contain love lost, love found, the start 
of love, the end of love, love bitter and love sweet.

The stories and extracts of stories contained within
this anthology are old and new favourites of mine, as
well as some wonderful new stories. They show that
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‘the course of true love never did run smooth’ (thank
you, Lysander from A Midsummer Night’s Dream). I
hope the extracts and short stories will whet your
appetite and encourage you to seek out more books by
these authors.

I know these stories will amuse, entertain, surprise,
and maybe provoke thought and discussion. I really do
believe there’s something in this anthology for 
everyone. 

Enjoy!

Malorie Blackman
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